Approaching the Profile
The Profile is a first person narrative, written by a student, that introduces one’s character, and that tells everyone something about what that character is known for, the kind of person s/he is, and their experiences, beliefs and passions.  It’s also a way to show what the character is like as a person. 

Five Key Elements for a good Profile
The Profile should have a distinctive voice.

The Profile should tell a good story that draws in the reader.
There should be some evidence that situates your character in place and time.
Be succinct.  You can’t include everything, so think about which details are most important.

Revise and get feedback from others, including peers and teachers.

Some Other Suggestions
1) Your Profile should tell us about why your character is well known, and about his contributions to the world, but those events and details are a foundation upon which you are ultimately trying to create an image of a human being with quirks, and a distinctive voice. A list of important events, where he went to school, etc., is not a Profile.

2) What are the significant events surrounding your character--what would have impacted his life and beliefs?

3) What were your claims to fame?  What were the things you did, or led, or created?  Did you demonstrate courage, genius, virtue?  Were you infamous?

4) How were you understood or seen by others?  How did you see yourself (and how were you misunderstood)?

5) Looking over your life, what are the things (for example: family, G-d, wealth, art, truth) that are important to you?  Why?  (How would you fill in this blank: The most important thing in life for me is _________)

6) What kind of a person are you?  How do you sound?  Would you take a different tone talking to a king as opposed to an ordinary person?

7) Name three qualities or characteristics that best describe your character (to get you started on this task, think of how you would describe your actual self—are you shy, energetic, etc?)

8) Tell us about something that might truly upset your character, on grounds of principle?

9) Think of an object (big or small) that would be very important to your character.  Describe it, and tell us why it’s important.

10) Read a segment of your Profile aloud.  Practice speaking it as your character, and think about how she would sound. 

11) Looking at the times in which you lived, what impresses you as being particularly different from what you have seen of the 21st century?

12) Be conversational in your Profile…you’ll enjoy JCAT more if your character feels like a real person.

13) Who were your character’s “friends” or admirers?  What were they like? Who were her “enemies” or detractors?  What were they like?

14) Teachers will, of course, want to read each Profile before it is submitted. The kinds of questions that you ask (probing the details and the arguments) will obviously lead to better Profiles, but they will also help prepare the students for the kinds of interactions they will have in the simulation.

